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Bahy mommas

Curbing infant and maternal deaths
requires more than healthcare

T wasn't too longago that in many parts of the country, giv-
I ing birth was a risky, and often fatal, ordeal. Maternal and

infant mortality were a commeon occumence until the eardy
19905 In fact, in 1920, maternal mortality ratio was at a dis-
graceful 850 deaths per 100,000 live births. Compared to the
2010 ratio of 225 deaths per 100,000, as stated In the Nepal
Millennium Development Goals Progress Report 2010,
we have comne a fong way, 229 s stll not a good number and
measures will need to be taken to meet the 213 target for
215, However, improvement is evident and for this, both the
government and the various organisations involved deserve a
pat on the back, Though improving, the infant mortality figures
don't look as good In 1990, we saw 104 deaths per 100,000
births. This figure has reduced to 41, e that is stil a high mm-
ber. When it comes to infant mortality, we have a worse track
record in infant death under five years of age. This figure has
Tared the worst throughout. Even today, under-five mortality is
5 out of 100,000,

Mepal s a country plagued by social stigmas and
mothers and babies are no exception. Healthy babies and
mothers require physical, mental, social. and economic well-
being. While access to health resources, midwives and
doctors, are the tangible and obwvious reasons which cause
infant and matemal mormality, poverty. social stigmas, and ma-
ditional practices continue to make the simation worse. The
practice of untouchability for mothers who have fust given
birth, for ezample, is still in practice even in the most
well-to-do and educated households, And while this may mean
a pelaxing time for those who can afford extravagance in the
urhan centres, a mother and a baby in a cowshed in the middle
of winter in the cold far-western hills is a far-crv from relax-
ation—it is an invitation for illness, and possible fatality One
can only imagine its effect on the mother's state of mind.
Likewise, the practice of selective eating habis for mirsing
mothers is another stizma that is causing hoth infant and
matemal mortality brought about by malnutrition. A mother's
body and mind are at their weakest after birth and it is in this
condition that a mother nurses har baby, It ks obvious that ener-
gy-giving wholesome foods and drinks should be consumed in
plentiful arnounts to provide for the mother, so that she secretes
enough milk for the baby. But tradition dictates otherwise,
Mothers are dissuaded, often forbidden from consuming green
leafs (it is said they make the body cold), protein-rich meats and
fish, and various beans. They are confined to a diet of nmny
lentils and white rice.

For a majority of Nepalis, these fables are not accepred as
such. It s for this reason that a mult-sectoral approach needs to
be adopted I infant and maternal mortality is to be halted,
Access (o health Is primary, but dealing with the social, eco-
nomic and mental ramifications of hirth and motharhood,
which are also to blame for mortality, will require more than just
doctors and midwives.

HE national protests of 1960, 15590
and 2006 are very Important
events in the history of Nepal
These demonstrations were conducted
for democracy and were organized and
led by nationally recognized political
parties, The 1954 revolution introduced
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democracy in Nepal, 1990 is remem-
bered for bringing the multiparty sys-
wm and 2006 for establishing people-
centric democracy.

There was one movement that
emerged  particularly in the
Tarai/Madhes region in January 2007, 1t
was spontanecus, sell-motvated and
not organized or led by the natiena
political parties, However, the Madhesi
Janadhikar Forum (not a politica party
at that time) led by Upendra Yadav
plaved a vital role. The agitation lasted

The movement
brought all
Madhesis closer,
Interaction
between Madhesis
in the east and the
west s deepening

for more than a month, and moere than
% people atained martyrdom. Leaders
and caclres of different political parties,
intellectuals and the common Madhesi
people participated in this movement.
This protest was sparked by the
murder of astudent Ramesh Mahato by
Maoists in Lalian and spread all overthe
plains, Lahan I8 a small town on the
East-West Highway, The major canse
hehind the protest in Tarai was the
states unfair policy towards Madhesis
and the tendency of neglecting their
existence. In Jamuary 2012, 1 visited
Lahan and mried to focus on the changes

We have overcome

The Madhes Movement of 2007 dismantled the
traditional concept of Nepali nationalism

and the people sentiments after that
historical movement

Ram Saraya Sada, a fickshaw pullar
from Padaria of Lahan, described the
changes that came after the Madhes
Movement. 1 am [rom a poor and
excluded familw I do not own any land.
In Tanuary 2007, a massive people’s
movement took place T never saw such
ahuge mass of angry people in my life.
People of all castes and creeds, especial-
Iy Madhesis, poured out to demand an
end fo discrimination and prejudice
hacked by the state and its niling class-
es, Pahadi (hill] people also came to
express their solidarity with the move-
ment After the movement, I have been
feeling more freedom. No one can
humiliate me as a “dhot”, “bhaiva” or
“wushar®. The movement has inspived
15 as we can speak and make decisions
freely It has enhanced our sell-confi-
dence Pahade humiliation has ended as
thev had been identifying us as other
citizens instead of Meprali”

Gyanu Thapa, a 40-vear-old woman
who has been running a small hotel for
the last 22 vears, saic, "1 never felt
humiliated in Lahan as being a Pahade.
It has been said that some Fahadis left
Lahan due to the Madhes Movement.
But I think they fled due to mmours. |
found out that some local groups had
demanded donations from the Pahade
community in the name of Madhes, and

negative hegan ci z

not logical as all sections of the
Tarai/Madhes population such as
tuslim, Tharu, Yadav and Dalit partici-
pated in it. Subsequendy, social move-
ments like the Tham, Janajati, Dalit,
Muslim and OBC movements broke ot
forequality and social justce. Therefore,
it was a revolution that gave inspiration
1o exduded and marginalized groups ©
fight for equality and social justice.
The f political achi t

ground yealities that the trend of inter-
caste marriage among Madhesis is now
increasing too, Interaction between
Madhesis and Pahadi is also going in
the normal way. Before the Madhes
movement, there was dominance
and hegemony of Pahadis, that is, the
interaction was one-way; now it s
hecoming rwo-way, Infer-caste mar-
riages between Madhesis and Pahadis
are also i ing 1 think it is more

However, Lahan is atpeace.”

Thegendra Raj Panta. a permanent
resident of Chatari VDC of Siraha near
the Nepal-India border, fluent speaker
of the local language and owner of a sta-
tionery store, said, “The protest hap-
pened becaise our political parties did
not pay attention to Taral problem, The
egocentric Khasa-oriented state has
never treated Madhesis as Nepalis, As
for me, I never felt humiliated despite
being a Pahadi living in a Madhesi-
majority area. ['was born and grewup in
asmall vilage in Siraha. Tknow the [ocal
calnire well and 1 respect it. We should
respect each other”

Aftar the movement, the existence of
Maclhesis has been asseried. The move-
ment dismantled the traditional con-
cept of nationalism propoundad by
Mahendra, and established the ral fed
of pluralism in MNepal Some have

d the M M

from the Maidhes Movement are imple-
mentation of proportional representa-
tion, formation of electoral area accord-
ing to population and mcorporation of
federalism and inclusion in the Interim
Constitlation. Because of proportional
representation, exduded and marginal-
tzed groups have been incuded in the
Constitational Assembly (CA) Afier he
2007 movement, Madhesi presence
in the state machinery has been
gradually increasing. Nepal's first presi-
dent and vice-president are both
Madhesis. Due to the emergence of
Madhesis in politics, the hegemony of
national political parties s headed
towards an end.

Meanwhile, Madhesi society, previ-
ously referred 1o as being raditional, is
now drastically changing, The move-
ment played a vital role in bringing
Madhesis closer. Interaction between
Madhesis in the east and the west is

tofbeing
an ethnicuprising, but this arsment is

deepening. I noticed some social

important and it is a mark of svnchro-
nization and assimilation too.

Nevertheless, shifting of the old
administration offices from the Tarai
district capital to the highiay was a
cruel political decision by the previous
government, 1t s creating some fssures
hetween Madhesis and Pahadis and it
may give rise to violence, Crime and
corruption are rampant in Mepal, and
they are seen more in Madhes. The tran-
sitional period should be concluded to
bring an to end such trends.

Ammed svoups played an imporeant
tole in the Madhes Mavement, now they
are likely walting for a federal republi-
can constitution. If the new constitution
does not address Madhesi issues, they
may unite for a souggle. All the
Madhesis are waiting to see how the CA
handles their concerns.

Chztdfeary is the aetiiar of Nepalks
Madbashi Samai and i il of Nemal




HE federalism debate in the Far
T West region began to heat up

after the Srate Restructuring
Commission submitted its two reports.
The sloganeering which lollowed in the
Far West has, to some extent, polarised
the Pahade and Tharu community
around the federalism debate. Strikes
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have been called by supporters of
an 'Indivisible Far West, who have
been demanding a single federal unit
to incorporate nine districts, including
two Tarai districts—Kailali and
Kanchanpur—in the new federal design.
In reaction, various Tharu organisa-
tions, including the Tharu Kalyan karini
Sabha, began agitations in the western
Tarai opposing the idea of a single state
in the Far West, demanding instead, a
Tharuhat Pradesh.

While the Madhesi Morcha has been
supporting and expressing solidarity
with the Tharu demand, almost all
Pahade leaders who hail from the Far
West have been lobbying for a single
state in the region. Even former Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deupa ol the
Nepali Congress, who became popular
in the Tharu community after ridding of
the Kamaiya (labour hondage) tradition
in 2000, is now voicing support for the
‘indivisible' Far West.

The demography of the Far West has
changed substantially since the 1950s,
with the influx of hill people in the
region, rendering the Tharu community
a minority. The region is known to be
incredibly under developed, even
though two prime ministers of the
country—Deuba from Dadeldhura and
Lokendra Bahadur Chand of Baitadi—
hail from the region. Data reveals that
the Bahun and Chhetri/Thakuri of the
region have sound representation in
politics, bureaucracy and army/police

Wild wild west

The call for an ‘Indivisible Far West' is a ploy being used by
political leaders to benefit from both the hills and the Tarai

of Nepal in comparison to the Tharus
and other marginalised groups from the
region. In an attempt o assert their
identity, many Tharus see the
‘Indivisible Far West' demand as one
being propagated by the elites for dual
benetit—holding laddoos in both hands.
For the Tharu community, there is no
benefit in a single Far West province, as
history proves.

The Tharu ethnic leaders claim that
most people of Pahade origin in the
Far West are residents of both the
hills and the Tarai plains. Even if they
live in Bardiya, Tikapur, Attaria or
Kanchanpur, when it comes to develop-
ment and taking on political roles, they
still lobby for, and in, their hill districts—
Achham, Bajura, Dadeldhura, Doti and
Darchula. They have been benefitting
from both sides and these are the people
who have been lobbying for a single
provinee. Their tendency clearly seems
to want t keep Tarai as a dumping site.

The single province concept is not
appropriate for a variety of reasons.
Looking at history, the socio-political
scenario, as well as the geographical
landscape, it makes no sense. But more
importantly, the Tharus will never
accept it. Instead, it may ignite violence.
It is clear that the only way forward is
close interactinon between the commu-
nities. But also, the Pahade community
living in the Far West Tarai should show
some loyalty to the place where they
reside, not only the far-off hill districts
where theyre from. The Pahade com-
munity can henefit just as much in the
Tarai as they do in the hills, if not more.

Pahade pundits and politicians have
opposed the ‘One Madhesh One
Pradhesh’ idea, on grounds that the
poor and more marginalised people
of the Tarai will not be able to benefit
from such a province. But they remain
silent over the ‘Indivisible Far West'
idea. In the past year, Bahun/Chettru
ethnic campaigns have surfaced in
opposition to ethnic federalism. But
these are status-quoist ideals and which
will only serve to widen the polarisation
between groups.

On the other hand, Janajatis and
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Madhesis have also been unable to
resolve disputes surrounding the feder-
alism project within their respective
groups alone. Before anything can be
taken further, these internal disputes
will have 1o be worked out. But time is
running out. Even if leaders are able to
agree on number of provinces, their
demarcations, and name the federal
states in the few days left, that would be
a big achievement. After sctiing dis-
putes within and between Janajati
groups and Madhesis, they can put
pressure on top leaders of major politi-
cal parties to deliver a statute with fed-
eralism, within the stipulated time.
Likewise, the responsibility of the
Madhesi leaders will be important in
resolving the federal issue within the
Tarai. Ultimately however, even the
Madhesi leaders cannot pave the socio-
economic and political roadmaps for all
Madhesis, as they're mandates are
vague and unclear. That is why the
Tharus have been opposing such
unclear policies; they wish to take
advantages according to their popula-
tion size. In the Inclusion Bill, for exam-
ple, the Tharu voice must be quoted
according to their population ratio sep-
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arately. Otherwise, strong resistance
may surface. Likwise, the Tharu ethnic
leadership should be heartily invited to
negotiations on the new federal map by
the Madhesi leaders at lcast.

But Tharus have also some miscon-
ceptions. Their rigid and negative stance
toward the ‘Madhes' word is creating
obstacles  in negotiations  with
Madhesis. They are also divided over the
number of federal states within the
Tarai/Madhes. While western Dangaura
Tharu ethnic leaders are in favour of
‘One Tharuhat Pradhesh,’ the biggest
Tharu ethnic organisation—Tharu
Kalyankari Sabha—has been demand-
ing multiple provinces in the Tarai.
Likewise, some NGO-based activists
have been campaigning against the
‘Madhes' word.

Finally, it is no doubt that national
political parties have a key role in
paving the federal design and if they
fail or are dubious towards federalism,
ethnic and regional insurgence may well
take shape.

Chavdhary is author of Nepal Ko Madhesi
Sienetf and TaraiiMadhiesh of Nepal; An
Anthropological Siudy’
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Voices from the east

Some are demanding that Morang, Sunsari
and Jhapa be made a state named Morang

a banda (shutdown] enforced by

Brahmin Samaj demanding that
Brahmina/Bahuns also bhe listed in the
Adivasi Janajati (indigenous) category and
that there should be reservation for them in
the civil service. They are also opposing eth-
nic-based federalism.

E ASTERN Nepal has beeri heated up by
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Just a month ago, Khas Samaj had
imposed a banda demanding that the Khas
community be given Adivasi Janajati status.
They have claimed a Khas province in the
western hill region o preserve their histori-
cal identity. Likewise, the Khas-Chherri
Samaj had called a three-day handa in east-
ern Nepal to press for Janajati status. For the
last two years, Limbu organizations have
been contnuously holding strikes in the
eastern region to fortify their demand for a

The demand for three Tarai districts by
Limbuwan worked as an impetus for the for-
mation of the Tharuwan Kochila state con-
cept. The Bahuns and Chhetris seem (o
favour Morang provinee, and they are not
interested in either Limbuwan or a single
Madhes province. It is clear that the Bahuns
and Chhetris would not prefer caste fethnic
or region-based provinces. In another way,
the emergence of Limbuwan activities in the
area seems to be more aggressive after the
Madhes Movement.

MARSC chairperson Patra Dhimal said,
"W are not talking about ethnic federalism,
but our demand is for a Morang provinee
cansisting of three Tarai districts — Sunsari,
Morang and Jhapa— with priority rights for
the Adivasi Janajati because ol the common
psychology in the reglon. Before 1961, only
one Morang disirict was in existence, and
Morang is not considered to be an ethnic
name. All the castes and religious groups
can enjoy within Morang province or sub-
provinece,”

Actually, the social landscape of the Tarai
districts across the Knshi has been drastical-
ly changing since 1950 when the state
encouraged migration of hill people to the
Tarai by clearing the lorests of the
Charkoshe Thadi. Now a mixed social land-
scape can been seen in the region. However,

Limbuwan auwtonomous province. They
have been claiming nine districts including
three Tarai districts across the Koshi River as
heing part of Limbuwan.

Last January, the Eastern Tharuwan
Kochila State Joint Council (ETKSJC)
announced a banda for a Tharuwan Kochila
autonomous provinee. The ETKSIC has
claimed that six Taral districts — JThapa,
Morang, Sunsari, Saptari, Siraha and
Udayapur — should be one province named
Tharuwan Kochila state. It has been report-
ed that the ETKSIC is affiliated with the
Maoist party. The founder of the ETKSIC,
Santosh Chaudhary, is a Manist leader. It is
also heard that the CPN-UML has been lob-
bying through an NGO thal the three dis-
tricts of Morang, Sunsari and Thapa should
he one provinee and should not be included
either in Madhes or Limbuwan.

Meanwhile, the Morang Autonomaous
Region Struggle Committee (MARSC) has
been peacefully agitating and demanding
that Morang, Sunsari and Thapa be made
into one province named Morang for the last
two vears. The MARSC is comprised of 15
tribal/fanajati groups residing in Sunsari,
Morang and [hapa districts. Similarly, Lhe
Rajbanshi and Tharu communitdes have
been demanding an ethnic-based province
called Tharuwan Kochila.

Eastern Nepal which consists of the
region across the Koshi has been in ferment
since the Tarai/Madhes Movement of 2007.
Only aflier this movement have voices from
the plains surfaced, and subsequently, the
Kochila and Tharu movements also surfaced
in the region. After that, the Limbuwan agita-
tion has been going on lor the last three years.
In this way, the far eastern region has been
continuously heated up by bandas hy various
social groups demanding their rights.

the indigenous people of the plains
became a minority and many of them
became landless. The influence of revolu-
tionary communist thought from West
Bengal and modernization from Darjeeling
has changed and led to the development of
@ unigue psychology in this region. That is
why people of the region may prefer these
three districts as a separate provinee or
sub-provinee.

The MARSC concept of the three dis-
Lricts as & province may raise the guestion of
economic viability if Saptar, Siraha and
Udayapur are added. But discussions with
the Maithils will be needed on this matter.
The idea of the MARSC seems logical.
Recommendations for two provinces in the
Tarai/Madhes have been made to both the
State Restructuring Commission (SCR) and
the Constitutional Commitiee.

The hills and the Tarai have different
geological and geographical landscapes, dif-
ferent cultural and socio-economic environ-
menis. Almost all the tibes and Janajatis of
the plains are found in these three districts.
The Dravidian people live here and about
two dozen tribal and Janajati groups have
been residing here in @ vulnerable condi-
tion. Therefore, it is the state’s responsibility
regarding the preservation of the cultural
heritage of the region. A discourse on the
MARSC's thought may be appropriate. To
preserve the distinguished cultural heritage
and environment, Morang can be one
province or sub-province within  the
Tarai/Madhes.

I found that most peoples concern is
about the province’s name. If the province is
named Tharuwan or Kochila, the chances of
oppuosition by other groups may be greater.
So discussions will have to be held on the
name of the province if a dispute arises.
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Seeds of conflict

Discrimination and backwardness in the Madhes have created ripe conditions for unrest
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Changing Bihar
~and Nepal

At present Bihar's economic growth rate is 11,36% per annum
whereas India’s average growth rate is around 8 %. Interestingly,

90% of the people in Bihar live in villages and the growth is
leading Bihar towards urbanization,

ceently Bihar government
Rgrganimd *Global Summit
n Changing Bihar 2012
on February 17 in Patna for altructing
foreign investment in Bihar state
of India. Prime Minister Babu Ram
Bhatturai with a dozen of Nepalese
officials and politicians participated
in this summit as the Chief Guest at
the invitation of Nitish Kumar, the
Chicf Minister of Bihar. Someone
argued Prime Minister contravened the
portfolio in the context of Bihar visit,

In the Summit, Bhatarai pointed
aut an urgent need for ‘developmental
pirtnership” betweon Nepal and Bihar.
During his:visit, Bhaltarsd catled Bihar o
“role model” for development, ecopomic
advancement and social inclusion. Biha
i5 one of the five states of Tndia thia
share long borders with Nepal where the
busiest trade centers are located,

Bihar was known as one of the
poarest and most corrupt states in Indig
in the past, but it has now maintained
an amazingly fast rute of growth. The
credit poes to Chief Minjster Nitish
Kumar. Most Nepalese analysts, writers
and politicians have been inspired from
chuanges in Bihar,

Bihur showcases a glorious chapier
of the civilization in ancient Bharatharsy,
The word “Vihar' is considered thee
birthplace of monasteries. Wirld peace
envoy Guatsm Buddha had spent half
of his life in Bihar fior preaching his
philosophy. Famous ancient states like
Magndh, Brijfi. Lichhavi and Mauryu
were in exisience in present Bihar, and
Nepal's history is attached with these
states in the context of civilization, Since
the Medieval period, Bihar had been
Iusing:'tsdignity.Evr:naﬂurimk-mmknrc
of Indin, Bihar could not maintain jts
socio-economic progress and vole-bank
potitics vehemently dominated over past
four decade since 1960, and this culture
hampered its progressive path. But the
tiles are altogether different now,

Bikar  government invested g
huge amount in education in the past.
Sanskrit education has alsp been highly
encouraged by state but majority of
the people could not benefit from it
Socialist Movement around 1975
under the leadership of Jaya Prakash

Narayan increased social and political
awareness but it could no longer sustain
because it was suppressed by emergency
during Indira Ghandhi's period. However.
1990's global freedom wave stimed
the Bihani society toward freedom and
liberty, and socialist leader Ialy Prasad
Yadav emerged as new Chief Minister
of Bihar with massive public SUPpoL
Unfortunutely, he could not lead Bihar
towaird progress. He was also biamed for
caste-hased politics like his predecessors.
Sankrit education was closed but he could
not improve modem education effect ively.
During his regime, MO Crime evenis, and
hiked unemployment mies were reconded
and the state exhibited fawlessness. —

Now Bihar has got Nitish Kumar as
areformer and his coalition government
has sueceeded and paved Bihar towards
development. He has primarily focused
an the improvement of administrative
and educational institutions, and this huas
helped him to ensure good governance.
Bihar has a number of universities and
8 huge railway petwork, bur it wis
hecessary o maintain/modemize these
institutions effectively, Improving in
peace situation, Bikar soon emerged as
‘the least cormupt state” in India. This
way. pood govemance automatically
accelerated development activities,

Al present Bihar's economy growth
rate is 11.36% per annum whercas India's

©average growth mte is around 8 %

Interestingly, %0% of the people in Bihar
live in villages und the wend is Jeading
Bihar towards urbanization. Bihars per
capita income in 2009710 was R, 16,119
as compared (o Rs. 10,055 in 2006/07.
The percentage of students who are
nol attending school dropped from 12%
10 3.5%. Bihar saw the largest increase
in literacy rate across India in the last
one decade, The literacy rate in general
increased by 16.82% whereas the female
literacy rate increased by 20.21%, Bihar
government built 2400 km of road in
2011, compared to 415 km in 2004,
Nitish Kumar js developing Bihar
s tourist hub in South Asia because
Bihar has a great heritage of civilization.
especially that of Buddhism. Shaibal
Gupta, a social scientist, has said that if
Bihar continues to keepits present growih
rate, it will take 10 years 1o catch up with

D Chaudhary [}

national per capita income., Il means
Bihar has to do more for maintzining
ity economic growth rate and many
challenges are there, population growth
and social disparities being some.

Around 1990, Nepal wis the :

destination  of many Biharis for Jjobs
ardd mostly they used 1o be involyed in
gament-factories in Kathmandy, Most of
the Biharis had been inspired by Nepal's
liberal social structure and peace. Liberal
und flexible culture of the Janjatis, in fact,
has been a mark of the Nepaless society
and others have been influenced by it Due
to the Janjati influence, the Hindu social
system in Nepal is not rigid as it is in UP
Pick up social development more quickly.
However, Iack of strons economy  and
employment leads o socinl ills and crimes,
which is now apparentl secing in Nepal
Then the question is: “What
lesson Nepal should take from Bibur?
Reformation of  admvinistrative —and
political institutions is g very important
thing that can play a vital role for
good ‘govemance, These should e
poontized.  Good governance und
responsible, accountable leadership is
needed for Nepal. Good governance ind
development” activities: have ot becn

of budget is allocated For bocal and

|
that effective in Nepal. A huge smount ‘\ |
i

infrastruciural development over five
decades but the result is found 10 be quile
unsatisfactory. Some of the des elopment
works like  Middle-Hill Highway and
urbanization long with are the mist
imponant  projects  for hilly region’s
development. Likewise, lulaki Margh
is a backhone projéct for Mudhesh,
Fast track from Kathmandu 1o Nijgadh,
Sikun Irrigation Project, Ruilway plan in
Tarai, and some of biggest hydroalectric
projects wre major infrastructure projects
in Nepal, but due to the lack of political
stability and bad governance. it is nat
being implimented effectively. Education
and health sectirs ane also not effective
and not accessible 1o the poor.

Nepal needs 1o establish pelitical
changes through constitutional assembly
first and make local bodies. effective.
If Nepal maintains political stability
and goxd governance, it can regisier 4
paradigm shift in South Asian contex.
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The Syrian government’s claims that terrorists are :
shelling parts of Homs are completely ridiculous.
We know who is shelling Homs.

Robert Ford, US Ambassador to Syria ‘ i

cditorial

EDITORIAL
Curbing corruption

Corruption, as everyone knows, is the most
contagious ailment within the administrative structure
of Nepal, though favoritism and nepotism too exist, and
many know about it. Many times, the government has
made commitments to tackle the problem, but nothing
has practically come in action out of which people cun
leel conerete and tangible outcome of these moves. What
is more frustrating is that even the highest executives in
the government are unmistakably aware of this malice,
but are not able to do anything concrete to curb it.

Addressing a function to mark the establishment
day of the C issfon for Investigation of Abuse
of Authority (CIAA) on Saturday, Prime Minister
Baburam Bhattarai admitted that corruption was still
prevalent as a major political malice, but his address
has failed to assure the nation that something conerete
is coming soon to deliver people from this vicious circle.
1In fact, as the Prime Minister acknowledges, the most
dangerous sources of corruption are high-ranking
officials, leaders and burcaucrats, and their victims
are the laities. The laities do not have easy access to the
machineries that deal with corruption, and for fear of
being nagged, they choose to remain silent.

It is therefore a dire necessity that corruption
should be driven away from Nepalese political and
administrative air, and Nepal should be cleansed from
its iniage of one of the most corrupted counties in Asia.
Saying that the governing ‘would introdice program’
to curb corruption is not enough. People have been
cheated beyond limits, and it’s time the govermment
categorically says what, when and how succor against
corruption is coming, and how the government would
save its face in case its honked programs, once again,
turn out to be a fiasco. What the nations needs are a
strong political commitment and a respect for integrity
and high order moral strength, besides stringent legal
provisions against the corrupt ones. -

Contempt for Gilani
~ The noosearound Pakistan's Prime Minister Yousaf
Rezy Gilani has been further tightened. Contempt sl
: lusger beneh refused on Friday (o enterain.

could have delayed the ﬁ'nnnugal’ 4
uny t!bﬁlrmln the dispensation uf]'usﬂm

The intra-court appeal, filed by the counsel for.
pritie niinister, was meant to make another uttempt of
mm:mmnﬂmmmmmmm
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e State Restructuring
Commission (SRC) subnitred

its much-awaited finul report a
week before. SRC has recommended
the government to federme the
country into 11 provinces with priority
rights to the domicile ethnic groups
at the local level Although, SRC's
members were fractioned into two
different thought with majority opting
for federal provinces against the
minority’s proposal of six provinces.
SRC’s 11 provinces are - Limbuwan,
Kirant, Tamsaling, Newa, Tamuwan,
Narayani, Magrat, Karnali-Khaptad,
Mithilu-Bhojpura-Koch-Madhesh
and Lumbini-Awadh-Tharuwan, One
provinee s proposed particularly for
Dalit but it is not mentioned explicitly
where it will be.

Constitutional sub-committee has
already proposed 14 provinces bused
on identity and economio viability with
majority. These #re Limbuwan, Sherpa,
Kirant, Tumsaling, Sunkoshi, Newa,
Tamuwan, Narayani, Magrat, Karnali,
Jadan, Khaptad, Mithila-Bhajpurs-
Koch-Madhesh and Lumbini-Awadh-
Tharuwan. i

If we scan the final report of 10
provinees (one for Dulit, yet not clear)
in compurison to 14, it is considered
a good outcome bul some guestions
for modification still might await
answers. Due to less viability in
terms of economy, small area and low
populition, the Sherpa, Sunkoshi und
Jadan provinces. which were proposed
by Constitutional sub-commitiee, hitve
now heen declined whereas, Karnali and
Khaptad (Far Western Hilly regions)
have been merged as Khaptad-Kirnali
in SRC"s main report. Other provinees,
proposed by the Constitutional sub-
committee remaned s they were,
But, proposed provinee ‘Narciyani”
can be seen as a default, and may raise
guestion about s viability, Despite
some differences within the SRC, report
has attempled 10 resolve the number
of provinces considering  historical,
cultural, economical and geographical
realities. The SRC report sugpests
low number of provinces, power to
people at the grass root and priority
right to the excluded and marginalized
communities. It has also proposed a
way o resolve the dispules among
provinces, Another way, the praposed

capitals of the respective provinces may
be guestioned because old cities have
been avoided 1 some extent. Likewise,
issue of right to self-determination may
be questioned for bemng a matier of
mere scoping. Actually, it was a hard
wark to give final shape for SRC at
last the moment. Some federal experts
have been constantly opining that 8 1o
10 provinees would be viable in Nepal
though.

Dissenting members of the SRC
are claiming that 11 provinces are on
ethnic basis and mstead of that, they have
proposed six provinces. They themselves
have clumed that their proposal of six
provincesis the best. A similar proposal of
six provinces had already been proposed
by constitutional  sub-Committee . by
minority member, The proposal of six
provinces has been accused of rétterating
the current *development region’ concept.
Interestingly, minority's apinion has been
maore highlighted by the central media.

Party's opinions towards
SRC’s decision seem to be divided.
Particulurly, leadership of the NC and
UML seem unhappy and they have
harshly  criticized SRC  member’s
ahility. Ramchandrn  Poudel  and
Ramesh Lekhak of NC, and Bhim Rawul
of UML have gired their dissatisfaction
toward SRC's decision and said it would
be dealt with at political level. Whereas
Bijaya Gachhadar, Charperson of the
Madheshi Maorcha claimed that the
report presented by the minority faction
resembles Panchayati style.

Someone claims that ofd values
and thoughts established by nationally
dominant groups of Nepal s still
dominating the state restructuring
issue. In contrast, some others claim
that the majority proposal suffers
from ethnic bias. Unfortunately, the
scenafio is petting worse and it s
gradually shaping out into plurality. 1t
is obvipus that the proposed provinces
are ethmicity based, just by reading the
proposed names, But, if we forget the
names of proposed provinces, whe can
say it is ethnically biased?

Likewise, someone can raise a
question on the issue of priority rights,
but remember it is a democratic norm
and many countries have followed it

for foswering the panticipation of the -

marginalized people in the mainstreamn.
In comsequence priority rights 0
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Federalism in trouble

Some revisionist and opportunist groups are making efforts to make
the CA a dismal failure, and peace process a fiasco. Prolongation of the
transitional period is making social, economic and political life more
deteriorated.

dominant ethnic groups at local level
should be allowed for o cenain period.
On the contrary, minority’s rights must
be segured.

Various federal stakcholders are
still opposing the reports of majority
or minority factions of the SRC, and
deminding provinces according to their
favorability. Subsequently, conservative
and egoventric voices from various
sections toward federalism are heard
more often than never, and general
people are getting irritated towards the
conflicting behaviors of these sections
over the question of federalism.
Aciually, it is hard 1o finalize the state
restructunng issue for everyone.

Now the ball has come into the
political party’s court fof giving it the
finul shape. Constitutional obligation for
State Restructuring Commission has been
fulfilled after sccomplishing the work,
Thanks to its honesty, the United Maoist
has given the shape of federal provinces,
whereas NC and UML have not given
u clear shape 1o federal provinces yet.
NC started  discussion on - this matter
in {8 central committée & mpnth ago
but hus not surfaced its conclusion yet.
Inside the UML, leader’s individualism
is dominating the party’s official view,
The conclusion of peace and constitution
drafting 15 getting hindered due 1o
intra-party clash of the big parties. The
Supreme Court has alrendy given ils
verdict about the CA's deadline. Some
revisionist and opportunist groups are
making efforts 1o make the CA a dismal
fallure, and peace process a fasco,
Prolomgation of the transitional period
is making social, economic dnd political
life more deteriorated.

One thing is sure that the national
political puarties now, cannot  escape
from this issue. They must conclude this
issue within the stipulated timeframe.
Ne one needs to feel defeated, and no
one needs to feel mislaid because it
is the part of nation-building process,
Criticizing one-another on this matter
may be easy but drawing conclusion is
obviously a tough work. Not everyone
can be satisfied on state restructuring
matter. Therefore, political parties
must take imtiatives to conelude it,
taking into  consideration the past
agreement and constitutional and state
restrocturing  committess”  reports
seriously,

)) YOUR VOICE

# Irresponsible parties

Dear Editor,
Iliked your Sawirday's banner

lie on party unity, but was not
at all surprised. In fact, citizens
like me havc started taking party
facti as something quite
normal. This. T am saying out of
frostration and disgust,

It is very ironical that our
parties, which know very well that

news about the UML party's-

unity ‘and consensus among them
have no alternative, have not been
able to set examples within their
parties. Everyone knows. that the
Mioist party is divided into two
factions, each led by Chairman
Prachanda, and  Vicechnirman
Muhan Baidya, though some people
talk of a third Faction with Baburam
Bhattarai at the centre. The division
within the UML, polarizing around
Jhalanath Khanal and KP Oli 1s an
old story, but coming up of Nepal-

Pokharal pole adds frustration to
the commoners. What to tatk of the
Nepali Congress, that has Koirala
and Deuba panels that negate one-
another, and do not even hold
discussions, Everyone knows about
the fission reaction within the
Sadbhawann party that betrays its
very name by registering the record
split cases: [ am fed up with these |
rifting and breaking parties. Could
someone teach them a lesson?
Amrita Sunuwar, Naravanghat
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impulse not to answer.

Franz Kafka, Jewish novelist

Every dog has like me the impulse to
question, and I have like every dog the
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EDITORIAL
Bihar lessons

Dr. Baburam Bhattarai’s recent statement that
India’s Bitar Id bea ‘rolemodel’ fordeveloy
suggests that Bihar cannot be underestimated anymore.
The pace of development Nitish Kumar's government
lias ensured in the kst few years has changed the face of
Bihar. Biharis scattered in different parts of Indis, and
of course ahroad, are reportedly returning home to reap
the harvest of development.

Bihar’s ec ic growth is app Iy 4 miracle,
with its gross domestic product (GDP) growth reaching
the mirnculous mark of 1144% in 2008-09, higher
than the total average of India and China. This was an
unimaginable leap of 22% from the statistics of 2006-07
and of 8% from that of 2007-08. Data taken from the
Reserve Bank of India show that in 2009, Bihar's share
of all-India deposits was 2.2%, which has increased to
around 10% by now, The state government’s economic
survey for 2008-09 says that its construction sector
grew by 233% in 2004-05, a buge 83.58% in 2005-
06 and 30.2% in 2006-07, 43.85% in 2008-09 and is
expected to cross 60% by the end of the current fiscal
year. According to the state’s figures, construction now
contributes 13.4% of the state’s GDP compared with
4.2% in 2003-04.

Compared to Nepal with an area of 147,181 square
kilometers, Bihar is smaller with an area of 98,940 square
kilometer. When it comes to economic and

runks 123rd of 183 countries in the World Bank's 2010
Doing Business indicators. Overall erop production
has been increasing, but the rate is 1.5, too dismal to
count to anything substantial 1 is almost
at a halt, and the nation depends largely on remittance
and foreign credits and donations. One of the poorest
und least-developed countries in the world, its Free
Standing Interest score for uneven development has been
constantly worsening, mainly as a result of the resulted in
an inter-annual decline in the GDP growth rate.

If Bihar can do miracles, we se¢ no reasons why
Nepal cannot. If our logic is that we have a tougher
motmtainous topography, we have electricity and
tourism potential there. We need commitment to work.

Universities should not
enforce ‘slacker’ rules

College, as your high school counselor might have told
you.isnchmw_mup}mdiﬂ'emnnmjnmbufﬁredwding
which career best suits you. But at one Big 12 university,
indecisiveness might soon bevome a financial hazard.

In an effort to improve its embarrassing graduation
rute — roughly 50 percent of undergriaduates finish within
four years — the University of Texas ly proposed
implementing a so-called “slacker” rule, which would
charge out-of-state- wition to in-state students if they don't
carn i depree after a certain number of credit hours: Ideally,
this would allow them to “reach eommencement sooner,
begm their careers or graduate school sooner and incur less
debt,” all while saving their parents 8 good deal of money.

For many people, college s an unparalleled opportunity
for self-realization, And althovgh chapging your mind
about, say, # carcer might seem painless enough, making
goud on that decision will entail a significant imvestment of

e iwoaae i bostise
their eraduati bers. If anything, the university
should subject students who consistently fail classes to
tuition increases; they, like their peers who switch majors,
ure likely to stay longer than four years, but Jess likely to
accomplish much in the process.

But we're not so comvinced raising graduation rates
should be & university's top priority in the first place. If
Texas is penuinely committed to bolstering its students’
‘quality of life, it should concentrate on hiring top fuculty

iry, university officials should seriously consider

 Lesson from China

Though Nepal has been receiving more money and a lot of aid from donor
agencies and developed countries since 1950, it has failed to deliver
development in the real sense. Nepal has failed to develop in both
infrastructure development and social sectors.

S\ e
D. CHAUDHARY

S0 the Asin context, famous
German sociologist and political
economist Max Waber had

claimed that non-European’ civilizations
could not have developed capitulism
because they lacked * the ideviogical
respurces 10 produce a capitalist spirit,
IT Max Waber were alive now, he would
hive been surprised seging the emergence
of China as a great giant of capitalism.
Many people around the world have been
surprised ot the rise of China as world's
largest economic: giant in short period,
n spite of adopting communism. On its
present growth trjectory. the: Chinese
economy will have overtken US hy
2030, Earlier, Buropein Union had been
requesting China to help it mesolve dis
debt crisis. Tt is indeed o researchible
question as 10 how China achieved such
socio-ecotiontic  development i short
period. Obviously, China’s reform s
not 10 gradual formy; it has occwrred in a
refatively short period in a rpid pace. The
political history of Ching seems unstable
before 1948, When the communists came
in power in 1948 under the leadership
of Mao, Chinese administration staned
a renaissance. Culural Revolution was
lsunched from 1966 0 1976 1 make
people more aware and to demobilize old
feudal value system. Since the end of the
Cultural Revolution, education system
n China has geared toward economic
modernization. China laid more emphasis
on education in the pust. Education in
China it 2 stafe-run system run by the
Ministry of Education. All citizens must
atend schools for at keast nine years,
The Ministry of Education reported a 99
percent attendance rate for primary school
and an 80 percent rate for both primary
and middle schools recently. China's

literacy rate is now around 91 percent.
China's social figure is composed
of 56 ethnic groups. Among them, the
majority consists of the Han Chinese,
who are about 9159 percent; the
remaining 35 ethnic groups belong to
minority according to Fifth National
Population Census of 2000, About 91
percent of the people speak Chingse
language as their mother  tongue.
So, the Chinese sociery seems 10 be
homogenous mther than heterogeneous.
Tibetan and Uyghur-Muslims e the
major minority group heard about, more
ofien. Social values of the Chinese seem
liberul; spiritually most of the Chinese

* are inspired by the philosophy Confucius

and Buddha, Women's status is high, and
on decision making women are freer,
Both male and femule have been actively
participating in development since 1948,
I saw many Chinese women in Nepalese
ruril villages for selling Chinese goods
in cheap rate. History reveals that during
the Mao perind, people had 18 hours
of working days, and then only it was
possible 1 develop China as superpower
in 4 shor period, >

In 1978, China opened its door to
direct forcign imvestment, and has now
become the largest revipient in the world.
Author, Pan Deng in his book “Reflection
of China's 30 Years of Reform’, writes;
“This has been the most prosperous and
vibrant period of Chinese history. during
which the Chinese people have gradually
expanded their living space, development
opportunities and all Kinds of rights and
henefits. Thanks w the country's opening
and reform policies, we have eliminated
poverty, begun  living o relatively
comfortable |ife and, after decades or
even centuries of self-isolation, China
has gradually re-merged into the world
community.” Another notable thing is
that there are no strict superior-inferior
hierurchical divisions in the context of
labor toward works. | mysell” witnessed
that many Chincse engineers in Nepal
who themselves work as  laymen,
but our culture here is different. No
engineer or officer works as laymen,
Same is true for politicians. Though
Nepal has been receiving more money
and a lot of aid from donor agencies
and developed countries since 1950, it
has failed to deliver development in the
real sense. Nepal has fuiled o develop
in both infrastructure development and

social sectors. Until now, many district
headquarters have not been conpected
by good rwad for all seasons. In spite of
having a high patential of hydropower,
the: country could not construct for itself
big hydropower plants and is fucing load-
shedding. In addition, Nepal's litercy
mie s poor: gender discrimination is
high, modern health centers are not being
approached o the poor. People in the rural
areas are fucing malouiriton problem
and othersocial evils, and superstition is -
still dominating in decision-making, The
country’s éducation system has failed to
deliver chunges; 5o little change has been
recorded in murml development,

Although, globalizition is
forcibly  dragging the society toward
modemization, the stale's ineffective role
Ties been continuously retarding the pace
of development. Let's hope it will ahead
forward, after finalizing peace process
anid stale restructuring,

Nepal must tuke some lessan from
Chinese soclo-economic revolution, and
should not miss 1o take benefits from
China’s development, Chinese people’s
dedication to work is more remarkable.
For any country’s  development,
charismatic leadership i< needed, Nepulis
in political transitional and is attempting
o conclude the peace and canstitution
drafting processes according 1o people’s
vaices. Our neighbors must ncknow ledge
this very situation oF otirs.

In spite of having biter Indo-
China  relationship, Ex-prime  Indian
Prime Minister’ Rapiv  Gandhi  visited
China around 1991, and he Surprised
seeing China’s rapid development. After
returning  hame, he stated econotnic
reform in Tndia appointing PV Namsingha
Rao as the Finance Minister and
Manmohan Singh (now Prime Minister)
as governor of Reserve Bank of India
(India’s central bank). Now Indin has
taken a leap in development in spile of
many soctil disparities,

Now time has come for Nepal to
start thinking aboul  socio-economic
revolution. The country is moving in
the process of nation-huilding through
political freedom but our leaders have
not been suecessful in leading the
country atong a good track. Meanwhile,
China has less political freedom country
but, there, leaders have been successful
in escorting the nation along a toute of
prosperity.

¢ Shameful news

Dear Editor,

Lately, g number of shameful
but shocking news have been coming
to light through different media.
Not long after the former DIG of
police Ranjan Koirala burnt his wife
1o death, a father Bhakta Bahadur
Rumba killed three of his daughters
at Phaparbari village in Makawanpur

by smashing their juvenile heads
with stones. Before the mews had
become stale, a woman called
Dhegani Mahato vwas bumnt to death
in Chitwan district on the charge of
practicing witchcraft. The news that
another police personnel tried (o burn
his wife too came to light. I am not
able to understand what this drama is
all about.

Most of the incidents I have cited

above have occurred in plane, urban
or semi-urban areas where the state
security system has not much problem
operating. How long are we supposed
1o give ears to such inhuman news?
I think, a gradual waning of moral
and ethical values among people, and
more and overt commercialization of
their minds is resulting into all these
nonsense, inhuman crimes.

Abhisekh Neupane, Syangja




